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Gonzales Grows Green 

A Sustainable Community Initiative 

 
October 10 & 11, 2015 Fall Community Cleanup Weekend Report 
 
For the first time, the City of Gonzales held its annual fall community cleanup event at Fairview Middle School.  While 
this was the first year for the cleanup weekend at this site, there was a test of the new location for the Reuse, Recycle & 
Cleanup Day event held in June.  This location has proved to be a successful site and remained busy throughout both 
days.  The more visible two day weekend event is keeping up with the tonnage of the week-long and many day events of 
past years.  The event was again advertised through the KICK Kiosk broadcast and e-mail network, community-wide 
mailers to residential utility customers, vinyl outdoor banners placed in highly visible locations, and (new this year) a 
door-to-door bilingual door hanger was distributed to all apartment complexes throughout the community. 
 
Salinas Valley Recycles continues to coordinate its “tire amnesty” event with the city’s event so that Gonzales residents 
can drop off up to 9 car or small truck tires for free recycling at the nearby Johnson Canyon Landfill.  Another new 
feature of this year’s event was the allowance of refrigerators and freezers.  The city provided free landfill disposal 
vouchers for both those and mattresses.  Residents were asked to drive these items directly to the landfill in order to 
eliminate unnecessary and extra lifting of heavy items by residents and event volunteers.  These heavy items can easily 
be pushed off into the collection pile at the landfill. 
 
The event continues to be focused on preventing illegal dumping and helping residents “clear the clutter.” In addition, it 

encourages diversion of recyclables such as refrigerators, freezers, 
mattresses, scrap metal, rigid plastics, cardboard, televisions, 
computers, electronic waste and metal appliances.   The event again 
collected donations of clothing and usable household items for HOPE 
Services.  On Saturday, residents were offered free and safe disposal of 
ABOP wastes.   
 
Once again, the Gonzales Panthers Pop Warner football team provided 
volunteers for both days of the event.  This volunteer group consisted 
of parents, coaches, and athletes who safely participated with 
supervision. Tri-Cities provided, gloves, safety vests, lunch, and ice 
water.  This group is consistent in meeting their commitments with 
enthusiastic volunteers who exemplify the spirit of community service.  
I will continue to invite them to provide volunteers for this event in 
return for a donation from Tri-Cities Disposal & Recycling Service as long 
as they wish to do so. 
   
Over the past four years, this event had been experiencing a decline in 
participation.  It was believed that the Reuse, Recycle & Cleanup Day 
event held in the summertime may have had effect on this fall event.  
The new, more visible, more easily accessible location for both events 
over a total of three days appears to be providing a better return on 

investment than the original six day cleanup week had been.  It is recommended that the city continue with the summer 
and fall events as currently scheduled.    
 
A large thanks must be given to Trini Zavala, MOT department supervisor for his assistance in coordinating the Fairview 
School location for this event.  Unlocking gates, providing keys, and providing restrooms for volunteers are just a few of 
the items of support that he provides when we use this site.  We greatly appreciate the trust he places in this 
partnership between the Tri-Cities, City of Gonzales, and Gonzales Unified School District. 



Collection Data: 

Notes:  
Events since 2010 paid a 50% discount on garbage disposal fees because G3 staff worked within SVR policy guidelines for source 
separation and turned over all separated recyclable materials to SVR.  The 61 tons of metal recycled in 2009 can mostly be attributed 
to the “Old Public Works Building” cleanout that occurred that year. Electronic waste and cardboard were not counted from 2011-2013 
because they were comingled with existing piles in the JC Landfill materials recovery area.  SVR has converted the HHW program to 
an ABOP (Anti-freeze, Batteries, Oil and Paint) only collection program.   
 
Tri-Cities Disposal & Recycling Service has paid a donation of $500 to the Gonzales Panthers Pop Warner program in thanks for their 
serviced to the community. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maury Treleven 

Item 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

Metal 4.41 tons 2.89 tons 2.31 tons 2.15 tons 3.05 tons 5.92 tons 61 tons 

Rigid Plastics 1.10 tons 1.01 tons 0.69 tons 0.74 tons .45 tons 1.45 tons n/a 

Mattresses 52 units 36 units 29 units 49 units 54 units 80 units n/a 

Trash 14.57 tons 4.20 tons 6.68 tons 20.69 tons 9.32 tons 21.20 tons 21.87 tons 

E-waste 1,420 lbs (see notes) (see notes) (see notes) (see notes) 1,600 lbs n/a 

Crdbd/Paper 1,600 lbs (est.) 2 tons (est.)      

Wood ----- 1.70 tons (est.) 4.10 tons (see notes) (see notes)   

ABOP wastes 1,633 lbs. 727 lbs 1,361 lbs 1,747 lbs 1,714 lbs 864 lbs 1,628 lbs 

Refrig/Freez 18 units ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- 


