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APRIL 18, 2015: CITY OF GONZALES EARTH DAY 
LITTER ABATEMENT EVENT REPORT 
 

The four hour downtown Gonzales litter abatement event described in the attached flyer took place as 
planned and was staffed by a total of 26 volunteers 
supporting Gonzales Boy Scout Pack 370.  Four volunteers 
from Cypress Community Church Gonzales volunteered 
their time to support the Scouts.  Both parents and Scouts 
of all ages participated.  This resulted in a total of 104 
volunteer hours for the four hour event period.  Tri-Cities 
provided snacks and ice-cold water in reusable water 
bottles to help volunteers to stay hydrated and keep their 
energy up on such a warm day.   

While the event had originally been scheduled to focus on 
litter in residential neighborhoods east of Highway 101, a 

driving survey done earlier in the week of every subdivision revealed that there was almost no street litter 
present in public spaces, sidewalks, and rain gutters.  It is possible that street sweeping in the past year has 
been very effective in keeping these neighborhoods free of the micro-trash and litter that this event seeks 
to address.  

The team decided to meet at Central Park to focus on removing 
litter from streets, alleyways, planter, and rain gutter areas 
covering the entire downtown area from streets A through 10 
and Alta through Elko (and up to Rincon).  

The youth collected 120 pounds (about 3 cubic yards) of micro-
trash and litter left or blown to these locations.  While 120 
pounds might seem like a light haul for a cleanup event, it is 
really a reflection of the items that were collected.  Most of the 
items collected were found in street rain gutters, alleyways, and 
planting. The collection was composed of items such as 
cigarette butts, candy wrappers, drink pouch straws, broken 
down polystyrene, coffee cup lids, plastic grocery bags (many 
shredded), paper napkins, fast food catsup packets, plastic 
bottle caps and the like. 



Of note to the City of Gonzales should be that one small down-side of the indoor cigarette ban for the three 
local bars in town is that there was a heavy concentration of cigarette butts 
located directly outside the bars on the sidewalks, in doorways of adjacent 
businesses, and in the street’s rain gutters.  It would be a good idea if these 
businesses provided adequate disposal containers for patrons who venture 
outside to smoke cigarettes.   

The Boy Scout Pack should be commended for their community service which 
was completed with an attitude of enthusiasm and a glad heart.  This group 
comes with my highest recommendation as an excellent group of community 
volunteers!  Tri-Cities Disposal & Recycling Service would like to thank Monterey 
County Environmental health for lending the group collection buckets, litter 
grabbers, and safety vests.  They also provided landfill vouchers for disposal. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maury Treleven 

  



 
 
 

SATURDAY,  
APRIL 18, 2015 
8AM TO NOON 
GONZALES 
COMMUNITY LITTER 
CLEANUP EVENT 
Community Service Event! 
Boy Scouts and parents/supporters welcome!  Members of the 
Gonzales Boy Scout Pack #370 will participate in a four hour 
community litter cleanup on the west side of Gonzales.  Tri-Cities 
will be providing a donation to Boy Scout Troop #370 in thanks for 
their service. 

Really Important Information: ALL Volunteers must present a 
signed waiver to participate…no exceptions. 

 

Earth Day 
Weekend 
Volunteer 

Cleanup Event 

 

Do Your Part to  
Keep Gonzales 

Beautiful! 

 

Celebrate Earth Day 
with an act of Service! 

 

Support the Gonzales 
Boy Scouts 

 

Take Pride in Your 
Community! 

 

Snacks & Water Provided 

All Supplies Provided 
 

Meet promptly at 8 AM  
 
 

LOCATION UPDATE: 
Central Park 
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