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October 13 & 14 Fall Reuse, Recycle & Cleanup Weekend Report 
 
On October 13 & 14, 2018 the City of Gonzales held its annual fall two-day community cleanup event at Fairview Middle 

School. The flow of traffic by participants was slow on Saturday but steady on 
Sunday. This year, the city shared a social media post that encouraged participants 
to skip the event and head straight to the landfill for items that are free to recycle 
there every day. It is possible that some individuals followed the instructions. 
 
The event was advertised through the KICK Kiosk broadcast and e-mail network, 
Facebook, community-wide mailers to residential utility customers, apartment 
complex door hangers, and vinyl outdoor banners placed in highly visible locations 
within the community. 
 
The community continues to take advantage of the free landfill vouchers for 

disposal of refrigerators and freezers at the Johnson Canyon Landfill. Volunteers and residents benefit from being able 
to direct participants to the landfill for disposal of large and bulky items such as mattresses and appliances. The system 
put in place allows event staff to capture the number of units generated by the event while eliminating unnecessary and 
extra lifting of heavy items by residents and volunteers. These heavy items can easily be pushed off into collection piles 
at the landfill. 
 
The event continues to focus on preventing illegal dumping and helping residents “clear the clutter.” Also, it encourages 
source separation, recycling, and proper disposal of refrigerators, freezers, mattresses, scrap metal, rigid plastics, 
cardboard, televisions, computers, electronic waste and metal appliances. 
 
The free “Take it or Leave it” area continues to be a big hit with the 
community. Many usable items are diverted from the trash dumpster 
for reuse at a new home. The event continues to accept clothing 
donations for the clothing closet hosted at the nearby Community 
Presbyterian Church. Many good quality clothing items will stay in 
Gonzales for distribution to the community. This year, blankets and 
towels were donated to the South County Animal Rescue in Soledad. 
They were much appreciated and put into use immediately. 
 
On Saturday, residents were offered free and safe disposal of ABOP 

(Antifreeze, Batteries, Oil, and Paint) materials and sharps containers. 
An oil filter exchange program facilitated by a CalRecycle grant to the 
Monterey County Environmental Health Department was conducted. 
Those who came on Sunday with these items were directed to the ABOP 
area at the Johnson Canyon Landfill or to Sun Street Transfer Station.  
 
Salinas Valley Recycles coordinated its annual fall tire amnesty program 
with this and other cleanup events in the Tri-Cities service area. This 
allowed us to direct all car tires brought to the event to Johnson Canyon 
Landfill for FREE disposal.  
 
Students and parent volunteers from Somavia High School provided 
volunteers for both days of the event. Tri-Cities provided gloves, safety 

vests, lunch (both days), and ice water. This was the first time this group had volunteered for the event. They did an 



excellent job.  The group will be offered the event next year and will receive a $500 donation from Tri-Cities Disposal & 
Recycling.  
 
Student-athletes from the Gonzales High School Cross Country team provided service in 
hanging door hangers at key multi-family apartment complexes. They will receive a $250 
donation for their service as well. 
 
A large “thanks” to the Gonzales Unified School District and Trini Zavala, MOT department 
supervisor for his assistance in coordinating the Fairview School location for this event. 
Providing keys for the gate and restrooms for volunteers are just a few of the items of support 
provided when we use this site. We greatly appreciate the trust involved in this partnership 
between the Tri-Cities, the City of Gonzales, and the Gonzales Unified School District. 
 
 
 

Collection Data: 2018 Fall Event 
Recycling: 10.64 tons   Trash: 7.81 tons 
Total Weight Collected by Event= 18.45 tons Diversion Rate: 58%* 

 
 
Before the fall of 2017, cardboard tonnage was estimated based on the volume of collection containers. Cardboard and mixed plastic 
recycling are now being combined and scaled at the MDS materials recovery facility. Clothing donations are estimated by approximate 
volume based on carloads transported to the Community Church clothing closet. *“Take 
it or Leave it” area items are not included in diversion tonnage. Weights for items 
counted as units are calculated based on weight per unit established by DHEC and 
CalRecycle tables.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maury Treleven 

Item 
2018 
Fall 

2018 
Summer 

2017  
Fall 

2017 
Summer 

Average Per Event  
2013-2016 

Trash 7.81 tons 12.09 tons 7.19 tons 16 tons 9.64 tons 

Metal 3.46 tons 5.63 tons 3.78 tons 4.9 tons 3.75 tons 

Mattresses 
0.39 tons 
(14 units) 

0.50 tons 
(18 units) 

0.14 tons 
(5 units) 

0.39 tons 
(14 units) 

1.02 tons 
(37 units) 

E-waste 1.75 tons 2.88 tons 2.75 tons 2.08 tons 2.31 tons 

Crdbd/Paper    1.5 tons 0.78 tons 

Rigid Plastics    1.1 tons 1.05 tons 

Crdbd/Plastic Combined 1.1 tons 1.75 tons 1.13 tons   

Wood     2.9 tons 

ABOP wastes 
0.63 tons 

(1,267 lbs) 
2,633 lbs 900 lbs 2,416 lbs 1,402 lbs 

Refrigerator/Freezer 
1.84 tons 
(16 units) 

1.96 tons 
(17 units) 

0.69 tons 
(6 units) 

1.50 tons 
(13 units) 

2.53 tons 
(22 units) 

Appliances 
1.02 tons 
(12 units) 

0.94 tons 
(11 units) 

170 lbs 
(1 unit) 

1.36 tons 
(16 units) 

1.36 tons 
(16 units) 

 Clothing Donations 
0.45 tons 
(900 lbs) 

0.34 tons 
(675 lbs) 

0.90 tons 
(1,800 lbs) 

  


