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APRIL 4, 2019: GREENFIELD LITTER ABATEMENT 
EVENT REPORT 

 

The Greenfield spring litter abatement event was staffed by youth and 

adult volunteers supporting the Greenfield High School Sober Graduation 

event. This is the second year this group has participated in this event, 

raising funds for a community event that aims to keep youth safe and 

provide a fun environment for celebrating high school graduation night.  

Beginning at 8:00 AM, the team worked for 4 hours to remove litter from 

streets, medians, planter areas, parks, and public parking spaces. The 

grid worked was from Second to Thirteenth Streets (north to south), and 

from Apple to Elm Avenues (east to west). 

The volunteers collected 160 pounds of trash and litter left or blown to 

these locations. There were very few large items collected, apart 

from one stroller. Most of the items collected fall into the category of 

“micro-trash.” 

 

The collection was composed of items such as cigarette butts, candy wrappers, drink pouch straws, snack 

bags, broken down polystyrene foodservice containers, coffee cups and lids, paper napkins, fast food 

condiment packets, single-serve plastic, glass, and aluminum 

bottles and cans, and plastic bottle caps. This type of trash and 

litter is most problematic because it can easily make its way into 

city storm drains and is responsible for the types of water pollution 

that can affect river and ocean water quality and promote sickness 

and injury to wildlife. This type of litter often goes unseen and 

unaddressed due to its small size, but it is a large problem that 

ends up collectively costing California communities an estimated 

428 million dollars per year to attempt to clean up (National 

Resources Defense Council, 2013). 

I would like to commend the Sober Graduation volunteers for their 

community service completed with an attitude of enthusiasm and a 

glad heart. They will be offered this event as a fundraiser for next 

year. Tri-Cities will provide the group with a $500 donation in 



thanks for their service to the community of Greenfield. Tri-Cities would like to Monterey County 

Environmental Health for the landfill vouchers for disposal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maury Treleven 


